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UWW provides alternative learning route
for those who seek university degree
Joe Merrill is outspoken, polite,
intelligent and a success story
from the word go. An artist, a
machin ist, an advertising executive, a manufacturing consultant, a pilot and a self-made
man his philosophy is to get
as much out of life as he can,
and he feels there's a lot to
get.

dates are nearing completion of
their studies, and at least one
was slated to graduate in August. UWW is an alternative
method of education offered
through the Morris Learning
Center, part of the Continuing
Education and Regional Programs at UMM.

Merrill is executive Vice PresAnd at last June's commence- ident of Glenwood Manufacturment Joe E. Merrill Jr., aged ing Corporation, a multi-million
49, got something in his varied dollar machining company.
career he had so far not
achieved because the right op- Before that he was a partner in
portunity was never there: a an advertising firm, a graphic
baccalaureate degree from the arts firm and a tooling corporaUniversity of Minnesota, Morris. tion. He also owned a hobby
shop, flew mechanical model
Merrill was the first to obtain a airplanes in contests around
baccalaureate degree through the United States and was a
UMM's University Without Walls manufacturing consultant. He
program although other candi- also is a painter and a pilot

and ran for the legislature. But
despite all this, he never earned a formal college degree.
His informal education included
courses at machining institutes,
aeronautical
institutes,
real
estate and bu~iness college,
aircraft
owners
and
pilot's
courses, commercial art course,
aircraft mechanics and flight
schools and graphic arts seminars - but still no sheepskin .
"Someday
knew someone
would come up with a program
where I could pile all these
together and come up with a
college degree," said Merrill.
In the spring of 1974 he saw
an announcement of the UWW
program being instituted at
Morris and knew immediately
that this was the thing .
Without UWW, he would have
had to disrupt his activities to
attend classroom instruction.
He tried it once, commuting to
the Twin Cities for a night
course every Tuesday for 12
weeks. It was a grind. So when
the UWW program began, he
chose the alternate route.
"What Joe did is most similar
to a series of directed study
projects," said Karla Klinger,
Program Director of the Morris
Learning Center. For his degree
Merrill documented his experience in a number of projects,
and was registered for five
quarters, during which he completed
his
major
project:
"The Conception and Birth of a
New Corporation."

Joe Merrill ... UWW was tailor-made for him

•
Homecoming
plans set

Thanks to all of you who have supported the UMM Alumni
Association during the past, and a special congratulations to the
new alumni who graduated last Spring. I have now completed
two years as President of the Association, and the board has
elected Doug Kjellerup of Fergus Falls to preside for the 1975-76
year. Doug is an outstanding individual, and will do a fine job
for our Association and Alma Mater. The new Board of Directors
will be elected by the active members of the Association, and
will take office at our annual meeting at 7 :00 p.m. Oct. 24 in the
new Humanities Fine Arts Center Recital Hall. This meeting is
the kickoff to the 1975 Homecoming Weekend, and I hope you
will take part in all our events. Although we as a board have not
accomplished all those things we would have liked to accomplish, we believe we have taken significant steps towards making
our Association stronger and more receptive to the needs of
UMM and its alumni. However, we need your support in order to
continue and expand our programs. The projected budget adopted
at our last meeting looks like this: Homecoming $100, Board
expenses $500, newsletter $300, Spring picnic for graduating
Seniors $75, Herb Croom Memorial Scholarship $100, student
intern position for Alumni Office $400, contingencies $50, and
correspondence $50. We would welcome any thoughts or
reactions you might have. Please let us know if you have any
recommendations of any kind about -anything we as a board have
been doing (or not doing). Please send in your 1975-76
membership dues today, and in addition, please consider
supporting our annual scholarship by contributing to the Herb
Croom Memorial Scholarship Fund. See you at Homecoming.

Homecoming '75 is shaping up
to be one of the best ever as
the UMM Alumni Association
Board of Directors put its final
approval on plans at an Aug.
23 meeting and planning session. The Big Day is Oct. 25,
and the football opponent is
always tough St. Cloud State
University, a perennial challenger for Northern Intercollegiate Conference honors and
coached by former UMM mentor Mike Simpson.
While Homecoming itself officially is Oct. 25, events actually get underway the evening
before with the annual Alumni
Association meeting at 7 p.m.
in the Recital Hall of the new
Humanities Fine Arts Building.
The new slate of off ice rs for
the coming year will be installed, and includes Doug Kjellerup of Fergus Falls as President; Mike Larson, Wheaton,
Vice President; Christopher G.
K. Lalonde, Faribault, Secretary; and Connie Edlund of
Morris, Treasurer.
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Bob Jamison

1974-75 Officers of the Alumni Association
bert J . Jamison, President
~ uglas L. Kjellerup, Vice-President
hristopher G. K . LaLonde, Secretary
l:lrent W. Waddell, Treasurer
Directors
Loretta J . Blahna
Connie J . Edlund
Ruth Troen Gremmels
.iJerome E . Hogy

Michael J . Larson
Myragene Bonk Pettit
Bobbi Smidt
Dennis H . Rasmussen
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FORMER STUDENTS

Class of 1971

Class of 1965

Walter D. Bremer is attending graduate school
at Utah State University. He and his wife have
a daughter Angela, 5, and a son, Brett, 1.
Stephen C. Bremer lives in Faribault, where he
owns the Creative Construction Co. His family
consists of his wife and a daughter, Heather
Jo, 1.
Rollin Wold is a sales representative for
the Eaton Co. He and his wife, Rose, have
three children and they live in Mosinee, Wis.
Patricia Warneke McMahon and her husband,
Tom, are the parents of a daughter, AnneMarie Elizabeth. They are living in Kenhorst,
Pa.

George W. Sagissor has graduated from Concordia Theological Seminary in Springfield, Ill.
and was ordained in Wheaton. He will serve
the rural churches of Bruno, McGrath, and
Finlayson.
Bruce Linscheid is an officer in the Marine
Corps. He and his family reside in Fredericksburg, Va.
Joyce Maciver Rendahl and her husband have
moved to New London, MN. where he is the
associate pastor at Peace Lutheran Church.

Dennis M. Clausen has been selected as one
of 10 outstanding professors at the University
of San Diego. Nominations came from four
sources-students, administration, alumni, and
fellow faculty members. Clausen has taught at
the university for two and a half years, and
had the distinction of being the only untenured assistant professor selected.
Robert P. Gandrud has been elected assistant
vice president of Lutheran Brotherhood in
Min'\eapolis. He also was named head of the
insurance society's research and development
department. An associate in the Society of
Actuaries, he joined Lutheran Brotherhood in
1965.

Class of 1974
Florence Bartels is employed by Data 100 in
Minneapolis.
Patrice Schaaf has moved to Abilene, Tex.
where she is serving as religious education
coordinator in a Mexican-American parish. She
worked with migrant children in the Breckenridge area during the summer.

Class of 1970
James E. Eggers has been promoted to
Captain in the United States Air Force. He's
an instructor-pilot for the Air Training Command at Vance Air Base, Okla .
Dave Thielman has been named head football
coach at Fergus Falls Community College.
Dave has spent the last two years on the staff
at Colorado State.
Ronald W. Nelson is district manager for
Magic Chef, and resides in Rolling Meadows,
Ill.

Class of 1973
Susan Waren and her husband, Lee, are
teaching in Tehran, Iran for a two-year term in
the Community School, Sue is teaching
secondary physical education. They left for
Iran in July.
Mike Davis is employed by Project Turnabout
in Granite Falls.
Vicki Brown has accepted a position as a
personnel assistant with the Toro Manufacturing Co. in Tomah, Wis.
Dennis Gimmstad has graduated from a Newspaper Skills Course sponsored by the Minnesota Newspaper Association, and is now
employed by the Belview Independent.
Class of 1972
Chris Lalonde has been accepted into the
Mental Health Administration Training Program
in Hospital and Health Care Administration. He
was one of eight persons to be awarded a full
scholarship by the National Institute of Mental
Health. He attended a group relations conference in August in Amherst, Mass. to be
followed by 10 months of academic and 11
month internship at the Menninger Clinic.
Douglas Bengtson has taken a year's leave of
absence from his teaching duties at Hastings
High School and has accepted a graduate
assistantship in the Department of Mathematics and Computer Science at St. Cloud State.
He and his wife, Kathryn, have a daughter,
Heidi Elizabeth.
Peter W. Cannon received his J.D. Degree
from the University of Iowa in may.

Class of 1968
Patrick Chladek is attending the McGeorge
School of Law at the University of the Pacific.
Pat has been employed with the Nevada
Department of Commerce, Consumer Affairs
Division as a Consumer Service Officer. He
and his wife, Janet, are living in Sacramento,
CA.
Bob Martig was named the first "Alumni
Coach of the Year" at a banquet held in
Morris recently for Alumni Lettermen. Bob's
coaching record over the past two years is 17
and 1. Martig was nominated along with eight
others by fellow alumni coaches and final
selection was made by a committee of alumni
lettermen. Bob and his family are living in
Blue Earth, MN.
Gary McGrath has been named Director of Life
Planning and Student Housing at Cornell
College in Mount Vernon, Iowa. McGrath,
former director of student activities at UMM,
holds the EdD from Indiana University where
he was formerly administrative assistant in the
School of Business.
Eugene Olson and his wife, Maureen, are the
parents of a son, Michael Eric, born July 4,
weighing 8 lbs. 10 oz. He joins a sister,
Michelle. Gene is attending graduate school at
Indiana University.

Robert P. Gandrud

Placement
fees hiked
UMM's Career Planning and
Palcement Service (CPPS) has
made several changes in placement policies
which
affect
UMM alumni who desire placement service. The reactivation
fee for education alumni has
been increased to $15 and the
reactivation fee for liberal arts
alumni increased to $10. These
increases are a result of increased costs of printing , copying, and postage over past
years .
Education graduates may send
out 10 sets of credentials while
liberal arts graduates may send
out five. The credentials fee for
all sets of credentials sent out
from CPPS above the number
included in the registration fee
will be 50 cents per set. If an
alumnus does not want to
reactiv!!ite his file but wishes to
send a set of credentials, CPPS
will charge $1.50 per set payable in advance.
Requests for transcripts should
be made directly to the UMM
Records Office.
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ALUMNI QUESTIONAIRE
(Please complete, detach and mail to
UMM Alumni Office, Morris, MN 56267)
NAME _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
First
Last
Middle initial or maiden
name if used
ADDRESS._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Street

•

City
State
ZIP
Telephone
EMPLOYMENT TITLE _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
EMPLOYER _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Location
OTHER RECENT NEWS OF INTEREST _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

EDUCATION

Undergrad degree_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Major_ _ _ _ __
compl. qtr. degree college Minor_ _ _ _ __
Graduate degree _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Major_ _ _ _ __
compl. qtr. yr. degree college Minor_ _ _ _ __

•

FAMILY STATUS
NAME OF SPOUSE
Single
[
Married [

]
] _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Last
First
Middle initial, or Maiden Name
NAMES AND BIRTH DATES OF CHILDREN _ _ _ _ _ _ __
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